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BOTH SIDES

Mr. Ling didn’t usually accompany his wife shopping, but on this
particular Monday, he thought he’d be sociable and go to the city’s
big department store with her. A 24-hour storewide sale for special
customers was going on, and Mrs. Ling wanted to buy “one or two
things.” Since his wife was an avid shopper, Mr. Ling also wanted
to keep an eye on the sales receipts.

Arriving only an hour before the end of the sale (Mr. Ling had purposely delayed their
departure for as long as he could), the couple approached a display. Mrs. Ling saw a very
attractive blouse and picked out her size. She reached into her purse but, to her dismay, found
that she had forgotten the coupon that would allow her to get a 20 percent discount. Going back
home was out of the question, because it was a 30-minute drive to their house. Mrs. Ling was
very upset.

As fate would have it, just as his wife was about to leave the store, Mr. Ling glanced down and
saw an envelope on the floor, just like the one his wife had forgotten. Opening it, he saw that a
coupon was inside. Mrs. Ling could now buy whatever she wanted at a 20 percent discount. For
Mr. Ling, finding the coupon was indeed a mixed blessing.

Why?

You have probably had a few experiences similar to Mr. Ling’s, when an apparent stroke of
good luck had some elements that weren’t so fortunate. Examine the following situations and tell
how they could be considered mixed blessings.

1. Being given a dog with a pedigree

2. Being extremely good-looking

3. Winning the lottery

4. Striking oil in your backyard

5. Being awarded a scholarship by a nearby college

6. Being famous

Now it's your turn. In the space below, list three other “mixed blessings” that could seem
wonderful at first and turn out not to be so great after all.
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